
Citizen Science on the Lincolnshire Coast  

What is going to happen? On March 4th we will be holding a one-day meeting (venue TBD) 

to explore what form a marine Citizen Science project might take on the Lincolnshire Coast, 

specifically at the southern end of the Saltfleetby-Theddlethorpe Dunes National Nature 

Reserve  

Who is invited? Anyone who has a genuine interest in this subject: the creation of a long-

running project, with real scientific value, that can shed valuable light on any changes that 

are going on in the waters of the North Sea – measurable changes to marine life. This will 

include teachers, others in secondary and tertiary education, and as many people with a 

genuine interest in the subject as possible.  

What is Citizen Science? It is a relatively recent way of working that brings ordinary citizens 

into the scientific process, either working with professional scientists or pursuing objectives 

with a scientific dimension on their own account. A quote from UK Research and Innovation 

(UKRI, which operates across the UK with a budget of more than £7 billion, bringing 

together nine research funding organisations): ‘We are now making a long-term 

commitment to citizen science’.  

This project is a partnership between the Marine Biological Association (MBA) and the Time 

and Tide Bell Organisation (T&TB), supported by UKRI. Based in Plymouth the MBA was 

established in 1884 and undertakes a very broad range of marine research. T&TB is the 

national umbrella body for Time and Tide Bells installed round the UK coast; one of the 

most recent was installed in July 2019 near the Nature Reserve, by the Lincolnshire Time 

and Tide Bell Community Interest Company. 

What will this project lead to? It’s impossible to say until the day is over! However, similar 

events will take place in Morecambe in Lancashire, and Appledore in Devon.  One possibility 

– and hope – is that we will be able to develop a project that can work at a national scale, 

sharing data and energy. Another is that the unique circumstances in the North Sea take 

things in a very particular direction. Or both…..  We have sufficient resources at this stage 

to purchase limited amounts of equipment for the project’s future.  

If you would like to attend, please contact Biff Vernon at biffvernon@gmail.com or 01507 

358413 well in advance of the day, with the briefest outline of your interest.  
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